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Moraine and McConnells Mill State Parks  
  Community Programs 
Portersville, Pennsylvania
Preston’s Pearl Cruises - Saturdays and Sundays, and more
1:00 PM – 2:30 PM - McDanel’s Launch Area, North Shore, Moraine State Park

Come and take a ride on Preston's Pearl, an enclosed pontoon boat and Moraine State Park’s premier attraction, now featuring a second-floor open air deck. Enjoy learning about the area’s natural history and osprey reintroduction, while appreciating the unique scenery and wildlife on an exciting trip around Lake Arthur. Boat tours operate on a regular schedule throughout the summer and are open to the public. Preston's Pearl boards at the McDanels Boat Launch, adjacent to the Owlet Gift Shop. Preston's Pearl is handicap accessible. There are limited bathroom facilities onboard, so early arrival is suggested to allow use of modern restroom facilities. 

Scheduled cruises include Saturdays and Sundays at 1:00 PM and Wednesdays on the Water at 3:00 PM. Preston's Pearl also offers enjoyable brunch and dinner cruises for the public as well as private charters for business meetings, wedding showers, baby showers, seminars, reunions, and parties. Tickets are required and can be purchased online ahead of your desired cruise date online at https://www.morainepreservationfund.org/activities/boat-tours-cruises/ Details of the wide variety of cruises are also online.  Tickets are also available at The Owlet Gift Shop up to one hour before cruise time.

Hightowering Hemlocks - Friday, June 14, 2024

3:00 PM to 5:00 PM - Breakneck Falls Parking Lot (off Cheeseman Rd)

McConnells Mill State Park

The Eastern hemlock, our state tree, defines many of the beautiful valleys we love in Pennsylvania. Have you ever smelled the hemlocks’ needle and imagined taking a step back in time when Penn’s Woods nearly covered the whole state was covered in trees? The Eastern hemlock is known for being an important construction timber and used in the tanning industry. However, it is also important to our wildlife for food and habitat, especially our state fish, the brook trout.   This once long-lived tree, an important symbol of our Commonwealth, is facing several threats. Learn about this lovely tree while enjoying the Breakneck Falls Trail. The parking lot where we meet is before Breakneck and Eckert bridges, beyond the privately-owned Breakneck Campground. Dress for the weather (severe weather cancels event) and wear sturdy shoes, the trail is approx. 1 & 1/2 miles long with uneven steps, elevation, and rocky terrain. Bring your own drink and snack.

Trail Workday
Saturday, June 15, 2024

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Pleasant Valley Trail Head, Non-powered boat Launch Area, South Shore, Moraine State Park

Moraine State Park trail crew will be conducting trail work on the Pleasant Valley Trail located on the South Shore and will be sponsored by the park’s friends’ group, Moraine Preservation Fund. 

Work will entail removing invasive plants, improving trail tread hiking surface, cutting back vegetative overgrowth, and removing any debris off the trail. Great for ages 15 and up. No experience necessary. Training and limited tools will be provided. Please bring if you have weed trimmer, garden rake, hand trimmers, loppers, or saws. Meet at the Pleasant Valley Trail Head located near the bathroom and PV Picnic area near the PV non-powered boat launch area, on right approx. ¼ mile past the park office.  Directions or questions, please contact the park office.

Looking forward to a productive trail day as we continue to make improvements to trail system at Moraine State Park.
From Grain to Bread - Sunday, June 16, 2024

11:00 AM – 2:00 PM - Gristmill Courtyard, McConnells Mill State Park

Explore delicious breads that are tied to local history! Stop by anytime to use a hand grinder to grind grain, like the machinery in McConnell’s Mill ground farmer’s wheat into flour. Learn how to make pizza over a campfire. Look for the Gristmill Bakers, a dedicated crew of volunteers, and join them for recipes and fun demonstrations of how different breads, even buckwheat pancakes, were baked during time periods of our history.  Stop by the Mill Courtyard anytime between 11:00 AM and 2:00 PM. Park at Kildoo Picnic Area or Point Parking and hike down to the mill, or, limited ADA parking available beside the courtyard.  

The following programs were also included on the most recent press release:
McConnells Mill Historic Gristmill Hours

10:30 AM – 3:30 PM – Wednesdays through Sundays

The 19th century gristmill is the centerpiece of McConnells Mill State Park.  The historic gristmill at McConnells Mill State Park is open mid-May through Labor Day every Wednesday through Sunday from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM, admission is free.  The mill is also open summer holidays.  

Interpretive tours of the historic mill, given by park staff or volunteer docents, are scheduled at 1:00 and 2:00 PM or by request.  After Labor Day, the mill will be open Thursdays – Sundays through October. Park at the Kildoo Picnic Area and hike down the stone stairs to the mill. Limited parking, for people with disabilities, may be available beside the mill. Interpretive tours for groups may be scheduled by calling the Moraine Park office 724 368-8811

Muddy Creek Oil Field - Living History Demonstration - Saturday, June 8, 2024

11:00 AM to 4:00 PM - Park Road, Moraine State Park

The Muddy Creek Oil Well is an award-winning restoration site of an antique oil well. The Bessemer Gas Engine and Marshall-Barr No. 19 oil well equipment is restored and open for visitors to hear and see the industry that powered this region. So come out and see the Bessemer engine pump some Pennsylvania crude!  The well will operate from 11:00 AM until 4:00 PM only on second Saturdays of the month.  

The central powerhouse site is located one mile beyond the State Parks Region 2 office, 195 Park Road, Prospect PA, (Prospect exit, Park Road is Old 422 off Route 528). Follow Signs.  Open dates are dependent on volunteer availability and weather conditions, check Moraine, McConnells Mill, Jennings Commission (3MJC) facebook page or call Moraine State Park office 724 368-8811 to confirm.   

Watercolor Wednesday - Wednesday, June 12, 2024

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM Pavilion 6

McDanel’s Launch Area, North Shore, Moraine State Park

Join other adults for a watercolor program at McDanels Launch on the north shore. Supplies will be available, or bring your own. Open to all skill levels. Class size is limited. $2 donation  Preregistration required. To register Call the Owlet Gift Shop at 724 368-9185

Geology Hike in the Slippery Rock Gorge - Wednesday, June 12, 2024

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM - Kildoo Picnic Area, McConnell’s Mill State Park

Hike among the boulders at McConnells Mill.  Activities will include a geology themed guided hike in the Slippery Rock Gorge while learning how rocks and minerals tied into our industrial past. The Slippery Rock Gorge is designated a National Natural Landmark, come and discover for yourself. Wear sturdy footwear, dress for the weather, and bring your own water and snacks. Meet in the Kildoo Picnic Area.

Crayfishing - Friday, June 14, 2024  
4:00 PM – 5:30 PM – Meet at the Hell’s Hollow Trail Parking Lot – McConnells Mill 

Join the Park Naturalist to explore Hell Run for some good old-fashioned fun.  Come on down and do some crayfishing like you’ve never done before.  You will be amazed at how easy it is to catch crayfish without lifting a single rock.  We’ll be in “Craw-Dad” heaven. Great fun for the whole family!  Wear shoes that you can get wet.  Meet at the Hell’s Hollow Trail parking lot, and is about a 15 minute drive from the gristmill.  Dress for the weather, bring water, and wear sturdy shoes.

Papermaking - Saturday, June 15, 2024

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM - Pleasant Valley Beach, South Shore, Moraine State Park

Join us at the Pleasant Valley Beach area to explore the process of making paper and try your hand creating your own handmade paper.  Recycling paper lessens the load on landfills and trees - learn how it is done and take home your own creation.  Dress for a mess and bring the whole family.  The beach is one half mile straight past the park office, 225 Pleasant Valley Road, Portersville, PA 16051.

Full Moon Paddle – Thursday, June 20, 2024 

8:30 PM – 11:00 PM – Old 422 Launch by Region 2 Office (Prospect Exit off 422) – Moraine 
Join us for some fun as we explore the lake during the full moon. Start the evening by paddling into the sunset, then turn around and watch the moon rise light up the night. A limited number of kayaks are available. Due to increased demand, sign-ups for using park kayaks at programs are limited to two per year. Kayak and gear provided or bring your own. Life jackets required to be worn.  Ages 12 and up, under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration required. Registration opens Sunday, June 9th. To register call the Park Office at 724-368-8811.  
DiscoverE Day Camp Hide n Seekers (Ages 4 & 5) -  Friday, June 21, 2024

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM – Pavilion 6, McDanel’s Area, North Shore, Moraine State Park

Come with us to “Look in the Lake”! Children ages four and five are invited to day camp, exploring the lake and the animals who live there. Examine fish up close, walk to find frogs, and celebrate lake animals with crafts, stories, and song. Dress for the outdoors and bring a sack lunch. Cost is $5, payable that day. Parents/Guardians may join in or stay in the area. Pre-registration required, sign up on the DCNR Calendar of Events https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/event/discovere-day-camp-hide-n-seekers

Project Learning Tree Educator Workshop – Tuesday, June 25, 2024

8:30 AM – 3:00 PM - Moraine State Park 

State Park Region 2 Conference Room, 195 Park Road, Prospect PA 16052

Act 48: 6 Hours

Cost:  $20.00

Project Learning Tree (PLT) is an award-winning environmental education program designed for educators working with students from K to eighth grade.  This workshop is open to all educators, from formal teachers to naturalists, scout leaders and others!  This workshop is very hands-on with activities such as Tree ID with a guided hike, paper making, and Living with Fire.  Earn 6 Act 48 hours while experiencing the sights, sounds, and smells of summer through engaging hands-on activities near the shore of Lake Arthur.  Participants explore and receive the PreK-8 Environment Activity Guide.  Bring a sack lunch and dress for outdoor fun.  Registration is required.  For more information or to register, please contact Environmental Education Specialist Mike Shaffer at mishaffer@pa.gov or call the Moraine State Park office at 724-368-8811.   

DiscoverE Outdoors Explorers - Friday, June 28, 2024 
7:30 PM – 10:00 PM – Lakeview Pavilion #4 (Lakeview Beach North Shore) - Moraine 
Parents!  Do you have a child age six to eight who enjoys exploring the outdoors or is constantly asking questions about nature?  If so, sign bring your child up for a summer evening DiscoverE Outdoor Explorers program.  The theme for this year is “Insects”.  Join us for some fun and discovery as we take a closer look in the world of insects.  Activities will include drawing, active listening, and insect puzzles.   We will end the evening learning all about fireflies through storytelling, making our very own firefly, and ending the evening catching and releasing fireflies. This program is designed for ages six through eight, but all ages are welcome.  So, bring your whole family.  Get ready to catch lightning in a bottle!   Registration required at the DCNR Calendar of Events http://eventsreg.dcnr.pa.gov/register/create/46331877200115
Venomous Snakes of PA – Saturday, June 29, 2024

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM – Pavilion #7 McDanel’s Launch Area (North Shore) - Moraine

Join the park naturalist to learn about all the snakes we have in Pennsylvania.  Don’t let their scales and appearance fool you…snakes play an important role in the environment.   Find out what’s real and what’s not, from the venomous to the perfectly harmless and much, much, more.  Live snakes will be on hand, so don’t miss out on this grand opportunity.  

Salamander Safari – Sunday, June 30, 2024
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM – Meet outside the Davis Hollow Marina Office (North Shore) - Moraine
Join the Park Naturalist at Moraine State Park to explore Davis Hollow Creek for salamanders and other critters.  There will be a 15-minute walk to the stream.  Wear a sturdy pair of walking shoes for hiking to and from the stream.  Pack water shoes to slip on at the stream and bring bug spray.  Great fun for the whole family!  

Find and follow all PA State Park public programs at the DCNR Calendar of Events https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/
MEDIA CONTACT:  Moraine State Park Outdoor Programming Services 724-368-8811
Access for People with Disabilities:  If you need an accommodation to participate in park activities due to a disability, please contact the Pennsylvania Bureau of State Parks: 888-PA-PARKS (voice); 717-558-2710 (local or international voice); 711 (AT&T Relay Services).  With at least three days notice, interpreters for people who are deaf or hard of hearing are available for educational programs.
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