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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 25, 2026
 
MEDIA CONTACT: Outdoor Programming Services, morainesp@pa.gov, 724-368-8811
Community Programs at Moraine and McConnells Mill State Parks
Portersville, Pa. – Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of State Parks
  

 
Trees of the Revolution - Tuesday, June 30, 2026
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM - Five Points Trail, North Shore, Moraine State Park
Join DCNR staff for an educational walk to explore trees that played a vital role in the formative days of our nation. Trees provided colonists with lumber, medicine, food, income, and more. Trees represented American independence and identity from the very early days of the revolution and continue to be a source of pride for us today. We will learn to identify several tree species, coming to understand the role that American forests played in the early days of our nation. Dress for the weather, bring your own water and snack, wear sturdy footwear. Meet beside the Five Points Group Tenting Area.

Fireflies! – Thursday, July 2, 2026
8:00 PM to 9:30 PM – Pavilion 1, Pleasant Valley Loop (South Shore) – Moraine State Park

Join park staff as we fly into the world of luminous lightning bugs! Find out about their unique lives and how you can help scientists by observing fireflies in your own backyard. Families construct a craft together to take home, then go in search of fireflies. Bring the children for a glowing adventure and experience nature’s version of light-up night.

Primitive Fire Making – Sunday, July 5, 2026
6:00 PM – 7:30 PM – Pleasant Valley Beach Area (South Shore) – Moraine

Human beings have been starting fires from sparks for millennia. Come learn the basic elements needed to make fire by using the flint and steel and the bow and drill methods and the history behind these methods. Then try your hand at them yourself. Successful makers will be rewarded with s’mores! Park at the Pleasant Valley Beach Area and follow the signs. 

Salamander Safari – Thursday, July 9, 2026
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM – Meet outside the Davis Hollow Marina Office (North Shore) - Moraine

Join the Park Naturalist at Moraine State Park to explore Davis Hollow Creek for salamanders and other critters.  There will be a 15-minute walk to the stream.  Wear a sturdy pair of walking shoes for hiking to and from the stream.  Pack water shoes to slip on at the stream and bring bug spray.  Great fun for the whole family!  

Shannon Run Sunset Paddle – Friday, July 10, 2026
6:30 PM – 9:00 PM  – Meet at 528 Boat Launch (Prospect Exit off 422)  – Moraine
 
Join Moraine Park staff and explore the Shannon Run area of Moraine’s Lake Arthur. During this nature-based paddle, participants will learn some basic kayak tips and set off to explore the abundant wildlife and plant life of this unique inlet. Borrow binoculars and watch an osprey or eagle soar as the sun sets. Kayak and gear provided or bring your own. Limited spots are available. Life jackets are required to be worn by all. Ages 12 and up, under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration required. Registration will open on Wednesday, July 1st at 8:00AM. To use a park boat, register online on the DCNR Calendar of Events via this link: https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/event/shannon-run-sunset-paddle-9995  . If you would like to bring your own boat, email: moraineenvedsp@pa.gov . You must receive a confirmation email to attend the program.

Muddy Creek Oil Well Living History Demonstration - Saturday, July 11, 2026
Stop by between 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM. End of Park Road, Prospect, PA 16052
 
The Muddy Creek Oil Well is an award-winning restoration site of an antique oil well. The Bessemer Gas Engine and Marshall-Barr No. 19 oil well equipment is restored and open for visitors to hear and see the industry that powered this region. Volunteers from 3MJC bring history to life. So come out and see the Bessemer engine pump some Pennsylvania crude!
Open 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM one Saturday a month: June 13, July 11, Aug 8, Sept 12, Oct 10, 2026. Open dates are dependent on volunteer availability and weather conditions. Made possible by 3MJC (Moraine, McConnells Mill, Jennings Commission).  
Located beyond the State Parks Region 2 office 195 Park Road, Prospect PA, (Old 422 off Route 528). Follow Signs. 

McConnells Mill Trivia Night! – Saturday, July 11, 2026
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM – Gristmill Courtyard – McConnells Mill
 
It’s trivia night at McConnells Mill State Park! Join us for a friendly game of trivia where we will cover a variety of topics related to McConnells Mill State Park and Pennsylvania in general. While you play, enjoy the scenic view provided by the Slippery Rock Gorge and historic gristmill. Your team may even leave with a prize! If you are physically able, please park at the Kildoo Pavilion parking lot and walk down to the courtyard. There are a few handicap parking spots available down at the mill. This is a FREE event. Bring your chairs or blankets and some snacks to munch on. There is no potable water at McConnells Mill so be sure to bring your own. Bathrooms are limited. 












Star Party! - Sunday, July 12, 2026
9:00 PM to 10:30 PM - Lakeview Beach Parking Lot, North Shore, Moraine State Park

Experience a guided tour of the sky!  The Amateur Astronomers Association of Pittsburgh (AAAP) will once again bring this popular family program to Moraine. We will be observing the heavens through the privately owned telescopes of volunteer members from the AAAP and others www.3ap.org 
Many interesting things will be visible in telescopes, and some with the naked eye. Jupiter, Venus, and a Double Double four star combo in the constellation Lyra will be observable, weather permitting. Also, Albireo, a blue and gold star in the constellation Cygnus - the Northern Cross. We will learn how to find Polaris the North Star by using the pointer stars in the Big Dipper.
Please no smoking anywhere on the field (it harms the telescopes) and refrain from using flashlights, light up toys, or cell phones. The white light ruins night vision. Bad weather cancels event, check on the DCNR Calendar of Events https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/event/star-party-9663  if weather looks bad. If you have a telescope, you may bring it along. Bring a lawn chair or blanket, bug spray, and your curiosity. Park by Lakeview Beach and follow the signs. This is a FREE event.    

Geology & Industrial History Hike – Wednesday, July 15, 2026
1:00 – 3:00 PM – Hell’s Hollow Parking Lot, Shaffer Road, McConnells Mill State Park

Did you ever wonder how this lovely valley may have gotten its name?  What did it look like in the 1800’s? Join a park guide to explore some unique geology along Hell Run as we walk to the waterfall, learning about this place. The geology of this area led to the iron industry and lime kiln. Although the trail is fairly easy, wear sturdy shoes and dress for the outdoors. If coming from the mill, it is about a twelve minute drive from the covered bridge. The Hell’s Hollow parking lot on Shaffer Road is about four miles south of the Sheetz on 422 & 388. 40.93141, –80.23999

Venomous Snakes of PA – Thursday, July 16, 2026
6:00 PM – 7:30 PM – Pavilion #7 McDanel’s Launch Area (North Shore) - Moraine

Join the park naturalist to learn about all the snakes we have in Pennsylvania.  Don’t let their scales and appearance fool you…snakes play an important role in the environment.   Find out what’s real and what’s not, from the venomous to the perfectly harmless and much, much, more.  Live snakes will be on hand, so don’t miss out on this grand opportunity.  











Cruising through Lake Arthur History - Friday, July 17, 2026
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM – Meet beside Owlet Gift Shop in McDanel’s Area (North Shore) - Moraine
 
From glacier action to recreation, this valley has seen tremendous changes. Park staff will share highlights from its history of coal mining, farming, and oil drilling to the formation of one of PA’s premier parks. Learn more of the park’s history while cruising Lake Arthur on Preston’s Pearl pontoon boat. Seating is limited. Cost: Adult-$19, Child (3-12) $10, Infant (2 and Under) Free. A temporary $1.00 fuel surcharge per adult ticket will apply to all public cruise reservations booked on or after May 23, 2026. Pre-registration required.  To register call the Owlet Gift Shop at 724-368-9185 or use the ticket website: https://www.morainepreservationfund.org/activities/boat-tours-cruises/.  
  
Bats in Action – Friday, July 17, 2026 
8:00 PM – 10:00 PM – Mt. Zion Baptist Church - Moraine

Mysterious and often misunderstood, bats are one of our friends of the night sky. Meet the park naturalist at the Mt. Zion Baptist Church (NO FACILITIES) on route 528 to see a bat condo in action and explore the wonders of these nighttime insectivores. Learn why bats may be in trouble and how you can help scientists by reporting bat activity. Bring blankets, chairs, flashlights and bug protection.  

Pleasant Valley Paddle – Saturday, July 18, 2026
8:00 AM – 10:30 AM – Pleasant Valley Non-Motorized Launch (South Shore) – Moraine 

Experience the peace and tranquility that can be yours floating on Lake Arthur. This entry-level kayaking program is designed to meet the needs of those more interested in an easy peaceful experience and nature watching rather than a long hard paddle. Meet the park naturalist to learn about Moraine's wildlife and experience the peace and beauty that Lake Arthur has to offer. Kayak and gear provided or bring your own. Limited spots are available. Life jackets are required to be worn by all. Ages 12 and up, under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration required. Registration will open on Wednesday, July 8th at 8:00AM. To use a park boat, register online on the DCNR Calendar of Events via this link: https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/event/pleasant-valley-paddle . If you would like to bring your own boat, email: moraineenvedsp@pa.gov . You must receive a confirmation email to attend the program.

Sunday, July 19, 2026 - Family Fishing 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM – Meet at 528 Bridge Boat Launch Area (528 Exit off 422)
  
Looking for a great way to connect with your family? Discover just how much fun fishing can be when you do it together at a Family Fishing Program led by park staff. Learn basic fishing skills like knot tying, casting, baiting the hook, and taking a fish off the hook. You and your family will have the opportunity to fish – no fishing license required. All equipment provided by PA Fish and Boat Commission. The “catch???” Adults must bring a child and children must bring an adult. You’ll be learning and fishing together. Exit off route 422 and turn north on route 528, cross the lake and turn right into the “528 Boat Launch”.  




Creek Critters – Thursday, July 23, 2026 
4:00 PM – 5:30 PM – Meet at the Hells Hollow Trail Parking Lot – McConnells Mill

Join the park naturalist for some fun and discovery as we explore Hell Run Creek for salamanders, crayfish, aquatic insects and all the other critters that live there.  This is great fun for the whole family.  Dress for the weather, bring water, and wear sturdy shoes.  Meet at the Hell’s Hollow Trail parking lot and is about a 15 minute drive from the gristmill.   

Lakeside Trivia Night – Thursday, July 23, 2026
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM – Lakeview Beach Parking Lot (North Shore) – Moraine
 
It’s trivia night at Moraine State Park! Join us for a friendly game of trivia where we will cover a variety of topics relating to Moraine State Park and Pennsylvania in general. Your team may even leave with a prize! Park by Lakeview Beach parking lot and walk the short path following the signs. This is a FREE event. Be sure to bring your blankets or chairs to sit on and some snacks to munch on.


Full Moon Paddle – Tuesday, July 28, 2026
8:15 PM – 10:30 PM – Old 422 Launch by Region 2 Office (Prospect Exit off 422) – Moraine
 
Join us for a nighttime paddle as we explore the lake during the full moon. We will start the evening off by paddling into the sunset, then turn around and watch the moon rise, lighting up the night. Kayak and gear provided or bring your own. Limited spots are available. Life jackets are required to be worn by all. Ages 12 and up, under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration required. Registration will open on Wednesday, July 15th at 8:00AM. To use a park boat, register online on the DCNR Calendar of Events via this link: https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/event/full-moon-paddle-4803 . If you would like to bring your own boat, email: moraineenvedsp@pa.gov . You must receive a confirmation email to attend the program.
 
Throughout the Season:

McConnells Mill Historic Gristmill Hours
Wednesdays through Sundays - 10:30 AM – 3:30 PM
McConnells Mill State Park

The 19th century gristmill is the centerpiece of McConnells Mill State Park.  The historic gristmill at McConnells Mill State Park is open Wednesdays through Sundays from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM. Admission is free. The mill is also open summer holidays. Interpretive tours of the historic mill are scheduled at 1:00 and 2:00 PM daily, or by request. Tours for groups may be scheduled by calling the Moraine Park office 724 368-8811. Construction of the road leading past the mill, and removal of stone steps and pouring of new concrete on stairs trail from the picnic area may impact traffic and trail patterns.  Park at the Kildoo Picnic Area or Point Parking and hike down to the mill. Limited parking, for people with disabilities, may be available beside the mill. Visit, or revisit, this gem of history within the Slippery Rock Gorge, a National Natural Landmark.



 




Follow all the Moraine and McConnells Mill State Park events on the DCNR Calendar of Events https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/moraine_state_park

Find a selection of upcoming Moraine and McConnells Mill State Park events by visiting our main website and scrolling all the way down to the bottom: https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/recreation/where-to-go/state-parks/find-a-park/moraine-state-park.html
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